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October 23, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

The Bus Islands Accessibility Study in DC has been postponed.  A note from Marybeth Cleveland and forwarded by Sandy Neuzil explains that the study has been temporarily delayed until the spring.  Marybeth Cleveland doesn’t have the exact dates, but she will send the information out once she knows.

Additional resources for former federal workers are available in this week’s Update. You can check out Planning to Leave Federal Service - Fall 2025 Financial Health and Wellness Seminars here and Federal Workers Support Group: What's next? here.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Target Launches First-of-its-Kind Accessible Self-Checkout, Built with the Blind Community
· Life-Changing Eye Implant Helps Blind Patients Read Again
· Planning to Leave Federal Service - Fall 2025 Financial Health and Wellness Seminars, Federal Workers Support Group: What's next?
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Friends of Maryland LBPD Annual Meeting
· Financial Planning Webinar and Financial Wellness Guide for the Disabilities Communities
· Arlington Ranked Choice Voting Virtual Workshop
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group - Finding Your Phone’s Features
· Understanding Your Medicare Options - In-person
· Federal Workers Support Group: What's next?
· FFB Baltimore Chapter Virtual Community Resource Fair 
· Hadley Travel Talk Discussion Group - The Gift of Travel: Unwrap Your Next Adventure
· AAPD 30th Anniversary Gala: "Powered By Community"
· DBVI State Rehabilitation Council Meeting 
· Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
· Hadley Writers’ Circle Discussion Group - Describe It to Me
· The Washington National Eye Center At MedStar Washington Hospital Center Low Vision Support Group: Diabetic Eye Disease Awareness – Increased Risks for Diabetic Retinopathy, Glaucoma and Cataract
· 2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference
· iPad Accessibility Training Led by Apple Geniuses 
· Hadley Crafting Circle - Craft Holiday Crafts to Brighten Your Home
· Hadley Book Nook Discussion Group - BARD and Beyond
· Voices of Clay: Instruments of the Ancient Americas with Melissa Foss
· Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event - Keynote: Vision Loss and Mental Health - How to Cope and Adapt 
· AI and Accessibility Webinar
· Low Vision Resources In-Person Meeting – “Prescriptions and Medical Devices You Can See or Hear”
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
· 6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
###

[bookmark: Target]TARGET LAUNCHES FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND ACCESSIBLE SELF-CHECKOUT, BUILT WITH THE BLIND COMMUNITY
From the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
Target announced the launch of a new self-checkout system designed with the input of people with disabilities. The system will enable more individuals to use self-checkout options more independently.
Read the full article at Target's First-of-its-Kind Accessible Self-Checkout Built with the Community.
###

[bookmark: Implant]LIFE-CHANGING EYE IMPLANT HELPS BLIND PATIENTS READ AGAIN
From the BBC and forwarded by David Goldfield
A group of blind patients can now read again after being fitted with a life-changing implant at the back of the eye.
A surgeon who inserted the microchips in five patients at Moorfields Eye Hospital in London says the results of the international trial are "astounding".
Read the full article at Life-changing eye implant helps blind patients read again.
###

[bookmark: Fed]PLANNING TO LEAVE FEDERAL SERVICE – FALL 2025 FINANCIAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS SEMINARS
Virtual Branch
Montgomery County Public Libraries and the Montgomery County Commission for Women are pleased to offer a series of financial seminars to help walk you through the ins and outs of "all things money”. The seminars will be led by Jamie Lapin, Private Wealth Advisor and president of RMG Advisors, LLC, along with Thiago Glieger, Private Wealth Advisor and Federal retirement specialist.
Tuesday, October 28: Planning to Leave Federal Service
This session will guide federal employees through the retirement planning process, with a focus on understanding and maximizing their FERS benefits. The session will cover the unique rules, options and timelines that affect FERS, TSP, FEHB, FEGLI and more, so that you can feel confident as you separate from service.
Tuesday, November 4: Divorce and Money
Divorce is a strain on your finances as well as your nerves. Will you be fiscally ok when it’s over? What is your role in making sure of that?

NOTE: You must be signed into Zoom to attend this program via the web.
If you do not already have a Zoom account, you can create a free account: https://zoom.us/signup
REGISTRATION REQUIRED- register for one or all seminars through Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-2025-financial-health-and-wellness-seminars-tickets-1660915586229?aff=oddtdtcreator. 
The event link will be provided after registering.
Questions about this program? Contact Marilyn J Praisner Library at 240-773-9460.
Accommodation Requests
Contact the Assistant Facilities and Accessibility Program Manager at 240-777-0002 with all accommodation requests.
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, providing a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

Freemont Avenue
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, November 1st at 2:00 pm

Wild Duck
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, November 8th at 2:00 pm

Hello Dolly
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, November 19th at 7:00 pm

Hadestown
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 23rd at 7:30 pm

Some Like it Hot
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 30th at 7:30 pm
###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
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[bookmark: LBPD]Friends of Maryland LBPD Annual Meeting
October 25th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
In-person with online option
The keynote speaker will be John DeDakis, an award-winning novelist, writing coach, manuscript editor and author of the Lark Chadwick Mystery series. He served as a senior editor on CNN's The Situation Room with Wolf Blitzer and also worked as a White House correspondent. The Friends will also highlight their activities from the past year and recognize the volunteers at LBPD.  Lunch will be served.  All are welcome. To reserve your spot, please call 410-230-2424 and press 4 or email reference.desk@maryland.gov.
Please RSVP by October 22, 2025.
###

[bookmark: Guide]Financial Planning Webinar and Financial Wellness Guide for the Disabilities Communities
Monday, October 27th at 4:00 pm
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
For National Disability Employment Awareness Month, the National Braille Press and Voya Cares are sponsoring a free webinar focused on financial planning. They will cover the six pillars of financial wellness, planning for a lifetime of care, how government and workplace benefits can support your goals and planning tools like special needs trusts and ABLE accounts.
 
There will be time for a Q&A following the presentation.
 
The first 100 attendees will receive a complimentary Financial Wellness Guide in braille or large print!
Register at Form.
###

	[bookmark: RCV]Arlington Ranked Choice Voting Virtual Workshop
Monday, October 27th at 7:00 pm 


Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) is being used to elect the next Arlington County Board member. join a virtual workshop hosted by the NAACP Arlington Branch in partnership with Challenging Racism to learn more about what RCV is and how it works. Register at Meeting Registration - Zoom.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group - Finding Your Phone’s Features
Tuesday, October 28th at 2:00 pm
With every new update to your smartphone, there’s always a surprise or two. Where did my favorite feature go? What does this new thing do, and why should I care about it? Join the discussion to explore the latest updates from Apple and Android.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Medicare]Understanding Your Medicare Options - In-person
Tuesday, October 28th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Germantown Library
19840 Century Boulevard, Germantown
The Montgomery County State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) will provide an overview of Medicare benefits, eligibility, enrollment, costs, & coverage, as well as info on Medicare savings programs, Medicare fraud, protection & local services. This program will take place in the lower-level large meeting room.
Questions about this program? Contact the Germantown Library (240)-777-0110
Accommodation Requests
Contact the Assistant Facilities and Accessibility Program Manager at 240-777-0002 with all accommodation requests.
###

[bookmark: Workers]Federal Workers Support Group: What's next?
Thursday, October 30th from 12:30 to 2:00 pm
Arlington Central Library, Bluemont Room
1015 North Quincy Street, Arlington
Connect with other impacted federal workers
The ripple effects of the mass layoff of federal workforce are being felt everywhere in our community. Whether you were a federal employee, federal contractor, or otherwise impacted by the federal workforce reductions, please join in this support group to share your experiences and learn from others.
Certified executive coach Eva Hogan will facilitate a group conversation about how to think through what comes next and begin taking actions to move forward with your career. Arlington Public Library will also provide available resources to help you find new employment should the need arise. Please note, this program will not be livestreamed or recorded.
Lunch will be provided.
REGISTRATION RECOMMENDED at Federal Workers Support Group: What's next? - Events Calendar - Home. By registering, you will receive event updates.
For more information, please email LibraryPrograms@arlingtonva.us 
Related LibGuide: Workforce Support
Bottom of Form
Accommodations in the Library
Arlington County provides accommodations to individuals with disabilities upon request. Please contact them at least five days in advance to discuss accommodations for both online and in-person events.
· Phone: 703-228-5993
· Email: Jberg@arlingtonva.us
###

[bookmark: Fair]FFB Baltimore Chapter Virtual Community Resource Fair
Thursday, October 30th at 12:30 pm
Join the Baltimore Chapter of the Foundation Fighting Blindness for a collaborative Community Webinar designed to bring valuable resources right to you during your lunch break!
As a way to “close out” Blindness Awareness Month, this special event will feature a great lineup of local organizations working together to share essential support, services, and opportunities for the community.
Register at Baltimore Chapter Virtual Community Resource Fair — Foundation Fighting Blindness
###

[bookmark: travel]Hadley Travel Talk Discussion Group - The Gift of Travel: Unwrap Your Next Adventure
Wednesday, November 5th at 5:00 pm
What are your favorite holiday outings? Join travel talk to discuss your traditions, plans, and strategies for getting there.
Sign up to join at Travel Talk | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD 30th Anniversary Gala: "Powered By Community"
Thursday, November 6th from 5:30 to 9:30 pm
The Waldorf Astoria, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
A gala celebration of all AAPD has accomplished in the last 30 years, and a celebration of the disability community's incredible power, purpose, and plans for the future.
· Opening Reception: 5:30 PM - 6:45 PM 
· Dinner and Speaking Program: 7 PM - 8:30 PM
· Dessert Reception: 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM
· Attire: Cocktail 
More details, including ticket information are at AAPD 30th Anniversary Gala Tickets, Thu, Nov 6, 2025 at 5:30 PM | Eventbrite.
###

[bookmark: DBVI]DBVI State Rehabilitation Council Meeting
Friday, November 7th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Virtual attendance only.
Join virtual: Zoom link
Password: 467509
Or Telephone: Dial: (646) 828 - 7666 (US Toll) 
Meeting ID: 160 466 9819
Password: 467509
Agenda will be forthcoming
###

[bookmark: FFB]Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
Saturday, November 8th at 11:00 am
Fairfax County Government Center Complex
12000 Government Center Parkway
Conference Center - Room 4/5
This in-person event is a chance to explore essential resources, services, and cutting-edge tools that can actively support your independence and well-being in everyday life. 
For more details and registration go to DC Vision Connection — Foundation Fighting Blindness.  For questions, please reach out to Lauren Meltzer at LMeltzer@FightingBlindness.org.
###

[bookmark: Writers]Hadley Writers’ Circle Discussion Group - Describe It to Me
Tuesday, November 11th at 2:00 pm
Vivid details and writing for the senses can bring readers deep into your story. Share some advice to improve these skills.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Wash]The Washington National Eye Center At MedStar Washington Hospital Center Low Vision Support Group: Diabetic Eye Disease Awareness – Increased Risks for Diabetic Retinopathy, Glaucoma and Cataract
Tuesday, November 11th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
The guest speaker will be Priya Tailor, MD., Ophthalmology Resident
Co-sponsored with The Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington
You can join via computer or phone or both—email Penny at penelope.a.helfgott@medstar.net to receive an electronic link to the program. If you have any questions, please call Penny Helfgott at 202 877-5329 and leave a message or call the POB 202-234-1010.
###




[bookmark: AFB]2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC), 
November 12th to 14th
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia, 
Registration is open for this year’s conference. This year's theme, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision, 
highlights the power of collective leadership in a time of rapid technological and societal transformation.

This year's keynote speaker is Dr. Joshua Miele, one of the most respected voices at the intersection of disability and technology. A MacArthur Fellow and accessibility leader at Amazon, Dr. Miele has spent over three decades merging his passion for science with a mission to build a more inclusive digital culture.

In March, he published his acclaimed memoir, Connecting Dots: A Blind Life, chronicling his personal and professional journey. At AFBLC, he'll share reflections from that journey and inspire attendees with the wisdom he's gained in his pursuit of a more accessible world.

Access the entire agenda at 2025 AFBLC Agenda | American Foundation for the Blind. 
The registration page is at Personal Information - American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference 2025.
Learn more at 2025 AFB Leadership Conference | American Foundation for the Blind. 
###

[bookmark: iPad]iPad Accessibility Training Led by Apple Geniuses
Wednesday, November 12th from 10:30 to 11:30 am
Apple Store at Carnegie Library
801 K Street NW, Washington, DC 20001
Join the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington for a hands-on session. Learn how individuals with vision impairment can effectively navigate iPads using their built-in accessibility features.
With built-in accessibility features for vision on iPad, you can make it easier to see what's on the screen, or you can hear what's on the screen spoken out loud. You can even use an iPad as a magnifying glass, and hold it up to get descriptions of what's around you if you can't see it.
They recommend bringing your own iPad for a personalized experience. If you don't have one, devices will be available for demonstration.
Space is limited - please call (301) 951-4444 to register.
###

[bookmark: Craft]Hadley Crafting Circle - Craft Holiday Crafts to Brighten Your Home
Wednesday, November 12th at 5:00 pm
From ornaments to centerpieces, there are plenty of holiday-themed crafts to enjoy. Come share your favorites.
Sign up to join at Crafting Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook Discussion Group - BARD and Beyond
Thursday, November 13th at 12:30 pm
Join to discuss options for discovering new books, including audio from BARD and Audible, text-based choices from Bookshare and Kindle, and even accessible options from your local library. 
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Voices]Voices of Clay: Instruments of the Ancient Americas with Melissa Foss
In-Person Family Event
Saturday, November 15th from 11:00 am to Noon
Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
415 Park Avenue, Baltimore
Take an immersive, multisensory journey into the world of ancient sound through live demonstrations of instruments from the Pre-Columbian Americas. These sessions introduce you to ancient instruments whose unique forms, scales, and sounds give you a glimpse into the extraordinary cultures that created them. Learn about and experience the sounds of fascinating and little-known ceramic instruments, like Whistling Bottles, Polyphonic Flutes, Trumpets, Whistles, and Rattles; some faithful historical recreations; and other original pieces from Melissa Foss's collection. You'll even get to take a turn yourself, learning how to make music with the Ocarina, a ceramic flute that has been made by many different cultures for thousands of years. 
Please register by November 8th using the following registration link: https://forms.gle/7umTfqrE48yTwGyy8.
This event is being held with the generous support of the Friends of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled.
###

[bookmark: Light]Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event - Keynote: Vision Loss and Mental Health - How to Cope and Adapt 
Saturday, November 15th from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm
(Doors open at 11:30 a.m.)
Jim Scott Community Center
3001 Vaden Dr, Fairfax
You, your friends and your family are invited to a luncheon panel discussion, moderated by Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., low vision specialist.  
This POB special luncheon event will provide your friends and family with a unique opportunity to learn about low vision and its associated challenges. Ample free parking on-site.

Exhibitors will showcase their valuable resources, tools, and technologies, including the Prevention of Blindness Society Low Vision Resource Center, Atlantic Low Vision, and VOMA Technologies & Training (list subject to change).
Tickets: $22 per person
(Lunch included)
###
		





[bookmark: AI]
AI and Accessibility Webinar
Wednesday, November 19th at 1:00 pm
Sponsored by the Maryland Department of Disabilities 
This training focuses on the role of Artificial Intelligence in digital accessibility. We'll explore both how AI can create more inclusive experiences through tools like automated captioning, and the potential pitfalls such as algorithmic bias and unreliable outputs. Participants will learn how to responsibly apply AI to enhance accessibility while avoiding the creation of new barriers.
Register at AI and Accessibility (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###

[bookmark: Med]Low Vision Resources In-person Meeting - “Prescriptions and Medical Devices you can see or hear” 
Thursday November 20th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon.  
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase 
If the print on prescription medicines is too small or the digital display on medical devices is hard or impossible to read, there are alternatives. Learn about pharmacies that can provide large print or audible labels and at-home medical devices with audible options.  Share your solutions.   Please register by calling the Friendship Heights Village Center at 301- 656-2797.  
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
Wednesday, November 26th at 5:00 pm
It seems they’re everywhere, from pumpkin pie, to drinks, and everything in between. Come learn how to safely cut and use this fall and winter staple.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Global]6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
December 9th and 10th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
Join for two transformative days exploring how AI and emerging technologies are revolutionizing digital accessibility worldwide. 
No fee to attend
Register at 2025 Sight Tech Global Event Registration Form.
Sneak Peek: Session Agenda in the Works... 
· Google's Latest Accessibility Innovations - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Saqib Sheik & Mike Shebanek Discuss What's New and What's Coming... 
· Microsoft's Responsible AI Framework - Ethical AI development for accessibility 
· Salesforce AI Integration - How accessibility is built into the core leveraging AI  
· Meta's Smart Glasses Revolution - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Startup Spotlights - Meet the next generation of accessible technology innovators 
###
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