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July 3, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

Happy July 4th! We hope your holiday is fun, safe and meaningful.

This July also marks the 35th anniversary of the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). There are three related items in this week’s Update: Share Your Experiences and Help Celebrate 35 Years of the ADA here; NDI Is Celebrating Disability Pride Month and 35 Years of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) here; and American with Disabilities Act 35th Anniversary Celebration: “From Protest to Progress” here. We expect others to follow later in the month.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· MD LBPD Adult Event Survey
· AFB's Artificial Intelligence Survey
· Share Your Experiences and Help Celebrate 35 Years of the ADA
· NDI Is Celebrating Disability Pride Month and 35 Years of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
· Collections Connections
· "Color Our World" Summer Reading Program
· People Paying Disability-Related Expenses Consider an ABLE Savings Account and Saver's Credit
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· The 2025 American Council of the Blind Hybrid Conference and Convention
· Smithsonian Folklife Festival
· Hadley Writers' Circle Discussion Group - Keeping it Short
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
· POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Book Nook Discussion Group - Summer Reads
· Baltimore, The City of Accessible Arts: Public Convening
· Ray-Ban Meta Smart Glasses Demonstration
· Jazz in the Garden: Incendio Global Guitar Sounds
· Technology User Group (TUG): New Skills for Smart Speakers
· FFB CRB1 Program Project Award Webinar
· Accessible Screening of Blink
· Hadley Resource Roundtable - Independent Living Devices: Outdoor Work and Play
· Americans with Disabilities Act 35th Anniversary Celebration: "From Protest to Progress”
· Accessible Board and Card Game Night
· Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation
· LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants
· 2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference

###
[bookmark: LBPD]MD LBPD ADULT EVENT SURVEY
	Help the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled plan meaningful, engaging programs for adults in 2026 by completing their short survey! Your feedback will shape future events, from life skills workshops to social gatherings and cultural outings. It only takes a few minutes and helps ensure they’re meeting your needs and interests. Please share your thoughts by Thursday, July 18 — your voice matters!
https://forms.gle/3CGU6K4r4wSaf6DdA.


###

[bookmark: AI]AFB’S ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SURVEY
From Arielle Silverman and forwarded by David Goldfield
From:  <asilverman@afb.org>
As artificial intelligence (AI) chatbots and apps become more commonplace, the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) wants to hear from you! They invite you to fill out their survey to tell them whether or not you've been using AI, what you use it for, what you think about AI, and any problems you have had with AI systems. AFB wants to learn how AI experiences differ between people with and without disabilities. They will use what they learn to inform AI companies and policymakers, so they can make AI as accessible as possible to everyone.

Anyone in the United States who is at least 18 years old can fill out the survey. You do not have to have a disability to take the survey.
The survey should take about 30-45 minutes to complete. If you take the survey, you can enter a raffle to win one of 20 $50 gift cards.
AFB invites people with any type of disability to take the survey. The survey is screen reader accessible. They offer a Certified Deaf Interpreter or a scribe who can record your spoken answers if you wish. You can also take the survey with your own ASL interpreter or communication assistant.
Fill out this form to receive access to the study:
https://afb.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bNktziveYnZSu7s.
 
Note: In order to prevent scammers from taking the survey, they ask you not to share this information or the study link on social media. They have a separate flyer for social media use.

If you have any questions or need more information please contact Dr. Arielle Silverman, AFB Director of Research, asilverman@afb.org or 202-469-6832.
The survey will close on September 30, 2025.
### 

[bookmark: Share]SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES AND HELP CELEBRATE 35 YEARS OF THE ADA
The Mid-Atlantic ADA Center wants to hear from you about the ways the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has improved access and integration in your community! Have you, or someone you know, been accommodated at work, included in public programs, gained access to more buildings and facilities in your neighborhood, or seen other improvements that benefit our country by involving people with disabilities?

Fill out their Celebrate the ADA form and share your quote, story, picture, or video. They will share selected snippets across their online communication channels to remind us of how far we’ve come and inspire us all to continue efforts to fully implement the ADA.
###
	
[bookmark: NDI]NDI IS CELEBRATING DISABILITY PRIDE MONTH AND 35 YEARS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)
The National Disability Institute (NDI) proudly celebrates the 35th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Disability Pride Month, a time to reflect on our progress, honor the advocates who made it possible and recommit to the promise of full inclusion, accessibility and opportunity for all. 

To mark this milestone, they're sharing a special digital ADA 35th Anniversary Resource Guide, featuring key publications, tools and initiatives from their two decades of work. This includes the Advancing Economic Justice for People with Disabilities report, research on financial inequality, their Race, Ethnicity and Disability brief, inclusive financial wellness resources, small business development tools and more. They invite you to explore and share these resources and their official press release as they continue the work of fulfilling the ADA's vision.  

They’re also recognizing this anniversary and Disability Pride Month on their social media channels: Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn. Throughout July, they are sharing ADA myth-busting facts, a Disability Pride reading list, stories of historic and contemporary disability advocates and reflections on both progress and the challenges that remain. 

Learn more about NDI and their work at www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org
###
	







[bookmark: NLS]COLLECTIONS CONNECTIONS
With hundreds of thousands of audio and braille books and magazines available from NLS, it's hard to know where to start when searching. Collections Connections, a free email newsletter from the NLS Collection Development staff, can help. Each month it highlights fiction and nonfiction titles focused on a timely theme. To sign up, send your name and email address to the Collection Connections team at connections@loc.gov. You can unsubscribe yourself from the list at any time.
###

	[bookmark: Color]“COLOR OUR WORLD” SUMMER READING PROGRAM
This summer, the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD) and the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) invite patrons of all ages to celebrate creativity, literacy, and imagination through their seasonal reading programs.
Adults are encouraged to take part in the NLS Summer Reading Program, which runs from June 16 through August 15. This national program invites adult patrons to attend a wide range of accessible virtual events. Highlights include a live reading with bestselling author Mac Barnett, a storytelling hour with professional storyteller Donna Washington, and a hands-on gardening workshop led by a master gardener — each event designed to be engaging, inclusive, and inspiring. Participating adults can enjoy programs that support lifelong learning, spark creativity, and build community across the country.
More information is at NLS Summer Reading Program - National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) | Library of Congress and LBPD Summer Reading Challenge.
###



[bookmark: ABLE]PEOPLE PAYING DISABILITY-RELATED EXPENSES CONSIDER AN ABLE SAVINGS ACCOUNT AND SAVER’S CREDIT
People with disabilities and their families can use Achieving a Better Life Experience accounts to help pay for qualified disability-related expenses. ABLE accounts are savings accounts that don't affect eligibility for government assistance programs. Here are some key things people should know about these accounts.
Contribution limit
The contribution limit for 2025 is $19,000. Certain employed ABLE account beneficiaries may make an additional contribution. The additional amount is the designated beneficiary's compensation for the tax year or, for 2025, the amount of $15,650 for residents in the continental U.S., $19,550 in Alaska and $17,990 in Hawaii.
Saver's Credit
ABLE account designated beneficiaries may be eligible to claim the Saver's Credit for a percentage of their contributions. This is a non-refundable credit for people who meet all the following criteria:
· Are at least 18 years old at the close of the taxable year
· Are not a dependent or a full-time student
· Meet the income requirements.
The beneficiary can claim this credit using Form 8880, Credit for Qualified Retirement Savings Contributions .
Rollovers and transfers from Section 529 plans
Families may roll over funds from a 529 plan to another family member's ABLE account. The ABLE account must be for the same beneficiary as the 529 account or for a member of the same family as the 529 account holder. Rollovers from a Section 529 plan do count toward the annual contribution limit.
Rollovers from a 529 to an ABLE account, plus the annual contribution to the ABLE account, cannot exceed the maximum contribution amount for the year. For example, the $18,000 annual contribution limit for 2024 would be met by parents contributing $10,000 to their child's ABLE account and rolling over $8,000 from a 529 plan to the same ABLE account.
Qualified disability expenses
States can offer ABLE accounts to help people who become disabled before age 26 or if their families pay for disability-related expenses outlined in Publication 907, Tax Highlights for Persons with Disabilities. Though contributions aren't deductible for federal tax purposes, distributions – including earnings – are tax-free to the beneficiary if the taxpayer pays for a qualified disability expense.
More information
· Form 1099-QA, Distributions from ABLE Accounts
· Form 5498-QA, ABLE Account Contribution Information
· Instructions for Forms 1099-QA and 5498-QA 
###

[bookmark: Theater]









THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer. Note that recorded program notes will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

A Wrinkle In Time
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, July 5th at 2:00 pm

Kim’s Convenience
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 9th at 7:30 pm

Duel Reality
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, July 19th at 2:00 pm
###

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday July 20th at 7:00 pm and 
Saturday, August 16th at 1:00 pm

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 23rd at 7:30 pm
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

[bookmark: ACB]The 2025 American Council of the Blind Hybrid Conference and Convention 
July 4th through July 11th
Hyatt Regency Hotel 
300 Reunion Blvd, Dallas, Texas 
ACB will be holding a hybrid conference and convention offering virtual only sessions, in-person only sessions, and virtual and in-person sessions together.
Browse Conference and Convention Sessions at Convention Home Page 2025.
###

	[bookmark: Folk]Smithsonian Folklife Festival
July 7th to 12th from 11:00 am to 5:30 pm 
National Mall between 7th and 12th streets 
The Festival is FREE to attend and is open from 11 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. daily, with additional featured concerts and events on Thursday – Sunday evening.  A full schedule of events is available on the Smithsonian website. 
 
During the Festival there will be audio described events, sighted guides on request, visual description tours, braille, and large-print materials. Learn more about accessibility information on the Smithsonian website. 
 
This year's Festival theme, Youth and the Future of Culture, focuses on youth impact and engagement in areas such as art, traditional building trades, music, food, native language reclamation, lowrider culture, film and media making, spoken word, and storytelling. With such a diverse group of participants from across the US and internationally, there will be many opportunities to see how this generation interacts with culture and tradition and makes it their own. Visitors will have opportunities to learn and explore through hands-on demonstrations, collaborative events, demonstrations and discussion panels, and by being present in this unique space.    
 
As part of the Emerging Media Makers program, the Festival will feature a screening of The Ride Ahead on Thursday, July 3rd from 1:00 to 3:30 pm. This documentary film has embedded audio description and follows Samuel as he explores what it means to be an independent adult through interviews with disabled adults and leaders including Judy Heumann, Bob Williams, Maysoon Zayid, and others. Advance registration for The Ride Ahead is required at Register at “The Ride Ahead” Film Screening and Discussion Tickets, Thu, Jul 3, 2025 at 1:00 PM | Eventbrite.
 
Additional accessibility information and detailed service schedules can be found on the Smithsonian website.  Questions? Call 202-633-7488, or email folklife@si.edu. 


###
######
[bookmark: Writers]
Hadley Writers' Circle Discussion Group - Keeping it Short
Tuesday, July 8th and the 2nd Tuesday of Every Month at 2:00 pm
Bringing stories to life with fewer words—what makes a short story great?
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Access]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
Thursday, July 10th at 11:00 am
This session will cover books you loved, books you hated, and anticipated reads!
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
The All Access Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. via free conference call. For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

	


[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook Discussion Group - Summer Reads
Thursday, July 10th and the 2nd Thursday of Every Month at 12:30 pm 
What’s your beach read this summer? Whether it’s audio, braille, large print, or e-reader, we want to know what you’re reading and how you’re reading it.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###Top of Form


[bookmark: Balto]Baltimore, The City of Accessible Arts: Public Convening
Friday, July 11th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Enoch Pratt Free Library Central Branch
400 Cathedral Street, Baltimore
A free, in-person and virtual meeting
The incubator gathering brings together museums, public art spaces, disability justice activists, and artists with disabilities for screenings, panels, exhibitions, and community dialogue—and offers full accessibility including ASL interpreters, audio description, and sensory breaks. 
Lunch will be provided. 
Masks are encouraged and will be provided.
Enjoy a film screening, panel discussions and conversation, and an exhibition of artwork by artists with disabilities.
Space for this program is limited; registration required at Baltimore, The City of Accessible Arts: Public Convening Tickets, Fri, Jul 11, 2025 at 10:00 AM | Eventbrite.
Dial-In Information
For anyone wishing to attend virtual, a Zoom Workspace link will be sent to registrants ahead of the program.
Learn more here: https://calendar.prattlibrary.org/event/baltimore-the-city-of-accessible-arts-public-convening
###

[bookmark: POB]POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 11th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join a discussion about Nicked by M.T. Anderson, a novel about a relic heist based on true events in which a cloistered monk and a relic hunter went on a job to steal the bones of a saint. Summer’s a great time to unwind with a good book!
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or visit pobreads.org.
###

[bookmark: Ray]Ray-Ban Meta Smart Glasses Demonstration
Friday, July 11th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join a dynamic demonstration of Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses. Discover how this innovative technology can assist with reading signs, navigating spaces, shopping, and more. Come and see how smart glasses are enhancing everyday independence!
To RSVP, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Incendio Global Guitar Sounds
Friday, July 11th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Celebrate the final concert of the season with international guitar sensation Incendio. Acclaimed Los-Angeles-based Incendio has hit the Billboard and Amazon charts, and amassed more than 110 million streams online. Co-founders and guitarists JP Durand, Liza Carbe, and Jim Stubblefield tap into their Peruvian, Sicilian, and Middle-Eastern roots to deliver a fusion of global sounds. Joining them onstage is renowned touring drummer and educator Timothy Curle.

Registration is required for all ages 2 and above.
Join the lottery, a free system so that anyone interested in attending Jazz in the Garden has an equal chance to participate at Jazz in the Garden 2025 Lottery — National Gallery of Art.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, June 30, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, July 4, noon
· Results announced: Monday, July 7, 10:00 a.m.
Questions?
Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of a cancelation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group (TUG): New Skills for Smart Speakers
Saturday, July 12th at 10:00 am
Join the Zoom meeting at Launch Meeting - Zoom.
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One Tap Mobile:
+13017158592,,6562037293#

The next two Technology User Group meetings will be held on:
· August 9: BARD 2.0 and the DA2
· September 13: What To Expect with iOS 26
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB CRB1 Program Project Award Webinar
Saturday, July 12th at 11:00 am
The Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) webinar will feature recent recipients of their Program Project Award and cover:
· CRB1-associated retinal disease features and management
· An overview of the recently funded Program Project Award focused on understanding CRB1-associated retinal disease

Speakers are Jeremy Kay, an Associate Professor of Neurobiology & Ophthalmology at Duke University and Oleg Alekseev, MD, PhD, an Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology at Duke University.
Register at CRB1 Gene Webinar — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: Blink]Accessible Screening of Blink
Saturday, July 12 at 2:00 pm
MLK Library, Room 401-G (4th Floor)
901 G Street, NW
Rated: PG
Join an audio described screening of "Blink" that runs 1 hour, 27 minutes. 
###
 
[bookmark: Play]Hadley Resource Roundtable - Independent Living Devices: Outdoor Work and Play
Tuesday, July 15th and the 3rd Tuesday of Every Month at 2:00 pm 
Yard work and backyard games can still be fun and accessible with the help of a few simple adaptations and devices. Join the discussion to share the coolest and most helpful gadgets and gizmos that can make your summer activities easier and safer.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: ADA][bookmark: Celebrate]Americans with Disabilities Act 35th Anniversary Celebration: "From Protest to Progress
Thursday, July 24th from 9:00 to 11:00 am
Laurel-Beltsville Senior Activity Center, 7120 Contee Road, Laurel
Hosted by The Maryland Department of Disabilities 
Event check-in begins at 9:00 am with refreshments and resources. The program, including the keynote speech from Attorney General Anthony Brown, begins at 10:00 am.
Registration for the event can be found at ADA 35th Anniversary Celebration • RSVPify.

ASL interpreters will be onsite. To ensure they're providing equitable access, please place any additional accommodation requests no later than July 10, 2025. Submit any requests by email to Yesheva Kelly, Communications Manager, at Yesheva.Kelly@maryland.gov or call 410-767-3659. Onsite accommodations may include language translation, CART, large print materials, and more.
###

[bookmark: Game]Accessible Board and Card Game Night
	Thursday, July 24th at 4:00 pm
MLK Library, Center for Accessibility
901 G Street, NW, Room 205-H
Play accessible Scrabble, Monopoly, Bingo, Uno, and more! Boards and cards are tactile and include braille and large print labeling. All are welcome!
###

	



	



	






	 
		[bookmark: Rec]Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation
Wednesday, July 30th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
Virtual (link provided upon registration)
Hosted by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
This session will explore strategies for identifying or creating accessible recreational opportunities at the local level. There will be representatives from Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes, Achilles International, and Catalyst Sports who will offer practical tips to help you work with local recreation centers, municipal parks departments, or other local groups to make their existing programs more accessible for people with disabilities.

﻿The speakers will also discuss what it takes, and what sources of support are available, to start a new adaptive sports program or organization in your own community.

Register at Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation.
###







	



[bookmark: Ballet]LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants
August 21st at 11:00 am (in person)
Join a joyful, movement-filled hour designed primarily for individuals who are blind or have low vision! Taught by experienced dance instructor Robyn Hughes, this introductory ballet class focuses on body awareness, graceful movement, and creative expression. No prior dance experience is needed, just the ability to move your arms and legs comfortably. Registration required at LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency. 
A minimum of four people is needed for the class to proceed. The class is capped at 10 people.
###

[bookmark: AFB]2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC), 
November 12th to 14th
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia, 
Registration is open for this year’s conference, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision. 
Learn more at 2025 AFB Leadership Conference | American Foundation for the Blind. The registration page is at Personal Information - American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference 2025.
###
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