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July 10, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

More events have been announced in celebration of the 35th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Most notable is one being sponsored by American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), in partnership with the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) at the Grand Hyatt in DC. AAPD has been hosting celebrations of the ADA since its enactment in 1990, and this year’s event should be inspiring as always. Check out the details here.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Zero-Fare Policy for Buses Now in Effect in Montgomery County For Eligible Riders
· Support for Federal Workers with Disabilities
· AFB Fellowship Applications Close July 18th 
· iOS 26 Promises More Accessibility Features
· Opportunity to Advocate for People with Physical and Sensory Disabilities
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Smithsonian Folklife Festival
· POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Ray-Ban Metal Smart Glasses Demonstration
· Technology User Group (TUG) – Alexa Plus: New Skills for Smart Speakers
· FFB CRB1 Program Project Award Webinar
· Accessible Screening of Blink
· Hadley Resource Roundtable - Independent Living Devices: Outdoor Work and Play
· ADA 35th Anniversary Event: What Are Your Rights as a Person with A Disability?
· AAPD/NCIL ADA Celebration
· Americans with Disabilities Act 35th Anniversary Celebration: "From Protest to Progress”
· Accessible Board and Card Game Night
· Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation
· LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants
· ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – "Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!"
· 2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference

###

[bookmark: Zero][bookmark: v1gd_top]ZERO-FARE POLICY FOR BUSES NOW IN EFFECT IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY FOR ELIGIBLE RIDERS
Montgomery County, MD has implemented a zero-fare policy for all Ride On, Ride On extRa, Ride On Flex and Flash buses.
Adults 65+ and persons with disabilities also ride FREE on select Metrobuses at all times.

These Metrobus routes are designated as routes that are free when boarded in Montgomery County:
M12, M20, M22, M42, M44, M52, M54, M60, M6X, M70, M82, P30, P3

Who is Eligible?
· Adults 65+ must have a Senior SmarTrip® Card or a Medicare Card and photo ID. Senior (Adults 65+) SmarTrip® Cards are available for free at any Montgomery County library with one of these documents as proof of age: state ID, birth certificate or passport.
· Persons with disabilities with Metro Reduced Fare SmarTrip® Photo ID card and their attendants.
· MetroAccess Certified or Conditional Customers with ID.
· Companion of MetroAccess Certified or Conditional Customer with ID.
· Veterans granted by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) as having a 60% or greater disability are eligible for the Metro Reduced Fare SmarTrip® Photo ID Card. 

Metro Reduced Fare SmarTrip® Photo ID Cards are issued on a walk-in basis at the WMATA Transit Accessibility Center at 655 Virginia Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20024, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 8:15 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.; Tuesday 8:15 a.m. to 2:20 p.m. 

Customers can also apply and re-certify for the Metro Reduced Fare SmarTrip® Photo ID Card for People with Disabilities at the Silver Spring Commuter Store, 8404 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD 20910 on the first and third Monday from 10 a.m.to 2 p.m. (excluding holidays). A completed original application and valid government photo identification are required. For more information, call the WMATA Transit Accessibility Center at 202-962-2700, option 1 (V),202-962-2033 (TTY), or email eligibility@wmata.com.

For more information about Ride On, please call 311 (inside the County), 240-777-0311 (outside of the County), or 240-773-3556 (TTY).
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DOT-Transit/routesandschedules/fares/fares2.html. 
###

[bookmark: Support]SUPPORT FOR FEDERAL WORKERS WITH DISABILITIES
Are you a former federal worker with a disability ready to get back to work? Maryland Works and the Maryland Department of Disabilities are offering a free monthly webinar series packed with employment resources and practical tips to help you navigate your job search. Sessions begin July 9 and continue on the second Wednesday of every month through December. Don’t miss this chance to get personalized guidance for a successful transition to the private sector.

Register for Monthly Webinar Series: Are You a Federal Worker with a Disability Seeking Employment?
####


[bookmark: Fellow]AFB FELLOWSHIP APPLICATIONS CLOSE JULY 18TH 
AFB's Research Fellowship Program is a unique opportunity designed specifically for graduate students and recent graduates who are blind or have low vision and are eager to launch a research career.
This part-time, remote fellowship provides hands-on experience working on meaningful disability research under the guidance of accomplished blind Ph.D. mentors. Fellows become part of a dynamic research team influencing real-world policy, while also receiving personalized career development support.

Learn more about the program and how to apply at AFB Research Fellowship | American Foundation for the Blind.



###


[bookmark: iOS]iOS 26 PROMISES MORE ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES
From My Tech News Summer 2025 Edition. 
A service of the Technology User Group at the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled. 
Apple recently announced its upcoming accessibility features for iOS 26, which will be released in the fall. iOS is the operating system for iDevices, such as iPhones and iPads. The following are some of the newly announced features.

Accessibility Nutrition Labels will provide more detailed information about accessibility for apps and games on the App Store. The labels will give users a new way to learn if an app will be accessible before they download it, making it easier for users to make informed decisions about their App Store purchases.

Braille Access is an all-new experience that can turn an iPhone, iPad, Mac, or Apple Vision Pro into a full-featured braille note taker that's deeply integrated into the Apple ecosystem. With a built-in app launcher, users can easily open any app by typing with Braille Screen Input or a connected braille device. With Braille Access, users can quickly take notes in braille format and perform calculations using Nemeth Braille, a braille code often used in classrooms for math and science. Users can open Braille Ready Format (BRF) files directly from Braille Access, unlocking a wide range of books and files previously created on a braille note-taking device. In addition, an integrated form of Live Captions allows users to transcribe conversations in real time directly on braille displays.

Accessibility Reader is a new systemwide reading mode designed to make text easier to read for users with a wide range of disabilities, such as dyslexia or low vision. Available on iPhone, iPad, Mac, and Apple Vision Pro, Accessibility Reader gives users new ways to customize text and focus on the content they want to read, with extensive options for font, color, and spacing, as well as support for Spoken Content. Accessibility Reader can be launched from any app and is built into the Magnifier app for iOS, iPadOS, and macOS, so users can interact with text in the real world, like in books or on dining menus.
###

[bookmark: Advocate]OPPORTUNITY TO ADVOCATE FOR PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL AND SENSORY DISABILITIES
You can help advocate for people with physical and sensory disabilities by joining the Fairfax Area Disability Services Board (FA-DSB), a group of 15 volunteers who work to improve local services. If you've lived with disabilities or have experience using social services, your insight is invaluable for creating fairer, more effective programs. You're welcome to apply if you receive public assistance like SNAP or Medicaid, but you cannot work for the Department of Family Services. Contact your local Board of Supervisors representative to apply!
Learn more at Family Services Boards, Authorities, Commissions | Family Services.
###


[bookmark: Theater]









THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer. Note that recorded program notes will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Duel Reality
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, July 19th at 2:00 pm
###

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday July 20th at 7:00 pm and 
Saturday, August 16th at 1:00 pm

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 23rd at 7:30 pm
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

	[bookmark: Folk]Smithsonian Folklife Festival
July 7th to 12th from 11:00 am to 5:30 pm 
National Mall between 7th and 12th streets 
The Festival is FREE to attend and is open from 11 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. daily, with additional featured concerts and events on Thursday – Sunday evening.  A full schedule of events is available on the Smithsonian website. 
 
During the Festival there will be audio described events, sighted guides on request, visual description tours, braille, and large-print materials. Learn more about accessibility information on the Smithsonian website. 
 
This year's Festival theme, Youth and the Future of Culture, focuses on youth impact and engagement in areas such as art, traditional building trades, music, food, native language reclamation, lowrider culture, film and media making, spoken word, and storytelling. With such a diverse group of participants from across the US and internationally, there will be many opportunities to see how this generation interacts with culture and tradition and makes it their own. Visitors will have opportunities to learn and explore through hands-on demonstrations, collaborative events, demonstrations and discussion panels, and by being present in this unique space.    
 
Additional accessibility information and detailed service schedules can be found on the Smithsonian website.  Questions? Call 202-633-7488, or email folklife@si.edu. 


###
######

[bookmark: POB]POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 11th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join a discussion about Nicked by M.T. Anderson, a novel about a relic heist based on true events in which a cloistered monk and a relic hunter went on a job to steal the bones of a saint. Summer’s a great time to unwind with a good book!
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or visit pobreads.org.
###

[bookmark: Ray]Ray-Ban Meta Smart Glasses Demonstration
Friday, July 11th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join a dynamic demonstration of Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses. Discover how this innovative technology can assist with reading signs, navigating spaces, shopping, and more. Come and see how smart glasses are enhancing everyday independence!
To RSVP, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group (TUG) - Alexa Plus: New Skills for Smart Speakers
Saturday, July 12th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
This meeting will provide an in-depth look at Alexa Plus and showcase recent Alexa skills. These skills cover a wide range of topics from games to services. 
Who should attend?
· Individuals who have Echo devices or who have Alexa on their
phones, computers or tablets.
· Smart-speaker game enthusiasts.
· Individuals seeking to learn what services can be provided by
smart speakers.
Join the Zoom meeting at Launch Meeting - Zoom.
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293

Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#

One Tap Mobile:
+13017158592,,6562037293#

Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523


The next two Technology User Group meetings will be held on:
· August 9: BARD 2.0 and the DA2
· September 13: What To Expect with iOS 26
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB CRB1 Program Project Award Webinar
Saturday, July 12th at 11:00 am
The Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) webinar will feature recent recipients of their Program Project Award and cover:
· CRB1-associated retinal disease features and management
· An overview of the recently funded Program Project Award focused on understanding CRB1-associated retinal disease

Speakers are Jeremy Kay, an Associate Professor of Neurobiology & Ophthalmology at Duke University and Oleg Alekseev, MD, PhD, an Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology at Duke University.
Register at CRB1 Gene Webinar — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: Blink]Accessible Screening of Blink
Saturday, July 12 at 2:00 pm
MLK Library, Room 401-G (4th Floor)
901 G Street, NW
Rated: PG
Join an audio described screening of "Blink" that runs 1 hour, 27 minutes. 
###
 
[bookmark: Play]Hadley Resource Roundtable - Independent Living Devices: Outdoor Work and Play
Tuesday, July 15th and the 3rd Tuesday of Every Month at 2:00 pm 
Yard work and backyard games can still be fun and accessible with the help of a few simple adaptations and devices. Join the discussion to share the coolest and most helpful gadgets and gizmos that can make your summer activities easier and safer.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Rights]ADA 35th Anniversary Event: What Are Your Rights as a Person with A Disability?
Wednesday, July 16th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
Join the Pacific ADA Center in celebrating the 35th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). This session will provide an overview of your rights under the ADA and how the law continues to protect people with disabilities in public life. Learn how the ADA impacts everyday experiences in employment, transportation, public services, and beyond. 
Register at ADA Lunch & Learn Webinar Series: The ADA 35th Anniversary: What Are Your Rights as a Person with a Disability? | ADA National Network.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD/NCIL ADA Celebration
Tuesday, July 22nd from 8:00 to 11:00 pm
Grand Hyatt Washington, D.C. 
1000 H St NW
Get your ticket at National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) - Powered by AMO. Choose Conference Registration and then choose the $35 option.
The American Association of People with Disabilities, in partnership with the National Council on Independent Living, cordially invite you to join to celebrate the 35th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Join them as they reflect on the progress of the disability rights movement and recommit to the work ahead to ensure equal opportunity for all disabled Americans. Additional details and special guests will be announced soon.
Have questions? Email them at development@aapd.com.
###


[bookmark: ADA][bookmark: Celebrate]Americans with Disabilities Act 35th Anniversary Celebration: "From Protest to Progress
Thursday, July 24th from 9:00 to 11:00 am
Laurel-Beltsville Senior Activity Center, 7120 Contee Road, Laurel
Hosted by The Maryland Department of Disabilities 
Event check-in begins at 9:00 am with refreshments and resources. The program, including the keynote speech from Attorney General Anthony Brown, begins at 10:00 am.
Registration for the event can be found at ADA 35th Anniversary Celebration • RSVPify.

ASL interpreters will be onsite. To ensure they're providing equitable access, please place any additional accommodation requests no later than July 10, 2025. Submit any requests by email to Yesheva Kelly, Communications Manager, at Yesheva.Kelly@maryland.gov or call 410-767-3659. Onsite accommodations may include language translation, CART, large print materials, and more.
###

[bookmark: Game]Accessible Board and Card Game Night
	Thursday, July 24th at 4:00 pm
MLK Library, Center for Accessibility
901 G Street, NW, Room 205-H
Play accessible Scrabble, Monopoly, Bingo, Uno, and more! Boards and cards are tactile and include braille and large print labeling. All are welcome!
###

	



	



	






	 
		[bookmark: Rec]Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation
Wednesday, July 30th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
Virtual (link provided upon registration)
Hosted by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
This session will explore strategies for identifying or creating accessible recreational opportunities at the local level. There will be representatives from Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes, Achilles International, and Catalyst Sports who will offer practical tips to help you work with local recreation centers, municipal parks departments, or other local groups to make their existing programs more accessible for people with disabilities.

﻿The speakers will also discuss what it takes, and what sources of support are available, to start a new adaptive sports program or organization in your own community.

Register at Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation.
###







	



[bookmark: Ballet]LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants
August 21st at 11:00 am (in person)
Join a joyful, movement-filled hour designed primarily for individuals who are blind or have low vision! Taught by experienced dance instructor Robyn Hughes, this introductory ballet class focuses on body awareness, graceful movement, and creative expression. No prior dance experience is needed, just the ability to move your arms and legs comfortably. Registration required at LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency. 
A minimum of four people is needed for the class to proceed. The class is capped at 10 people.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – "Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!"
October 17th to 19th 
Hilton Garden Inn, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
After too many Zooms and not enough hugs, ACB of Virginia is absolutely thrilled to announce their first in-person state convention since the pandemic! 
Registration $50 per person:
Have questions about registering or paying online? Reach out to Theresa Breeden – teeelynn68@gmail.com.
Transportation Help
Need a lift? They are coordinating carpool options and train station pick-up/drop-off. Contact Roseann at beachrose9@verizon.net to discuss.
Financial Assistance
They don't want cost to keep you from joining them. If you'd like to be considered for financial aid, contact Roseann at  beachrose9@verizon.net for a private conversation.
###

[bookmark: AFB]2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC), 
November 12th to 14th
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia, 
Registration is open for this year’s conference, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision. 
Learn more at 2025 AFB Leadership Conference | American Foundation for the Blind. The registration page is at Personal Information - American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference 2025.
###





4

image1.png
https://washear.org





1       12061 Tech Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20904  –   301 - 681 - 6636   https://washear.org/listener - newsletters          July 10, 2025     Dear Listeners,     More events have been announced in celebration of the 35 th   anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Most notable  is one being sponsored by  American Association of People with  Disabilities   (AAPD) , in partnership with the National Council on  Independent Living   (NCIL) at the Grand Hyatt in DC. AAPD has been  hosting celebrations of the ADA since its enactment in 1990, and this  year’s event should be inspiring as always. Check out the details  here .     Cheer s,    Sylvia   sylvia@washear.org       Here are the links to   all   the items below :        Zero - Fare Policy for Buses Now in Effect in Montgomery County  For Eligible Riders      Support  for Federal Workers with Disabilities      AFB Fellowship Applications Close July 18 th        iOS 26 Promises More Accessibility Features      Opportunity to Advocate for People with Physical and Sensory  Disabilities      Theater Update      Calendar  

